“The dramatic growth of Internet technologies is creating a new era
in democratic life, a crisis for the established media, and possibilities for
participatory politics that challenge liberal institutions. This book docu-
ments today’s turning point with urgency and profound clarity. Ithiel de
Sola Poole’s Technologies of Freedom has become a classic work defining
the information society, with media technology as its axis. Confronting the
Internet’s Dark Side is of that quality - a potential classic that defines for
us moral responsibility in the new media age.”
- Clifford Christians, Research Professor of Communications,
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“Cohen-Almagor recognizes that if social responsibility on the Internet is
to be implemented, discussions will need to focus on how and why one
can draw limits on what one does on the Internet, as well as what ISPs
and countries can do with the Internet. Not everyone will agree with the
solutions proposed, but in light of the detailed stories concerning hate
sites (toward groups or humanity in general), webcam viewing of actual
suicides, the exponential growth of child pornography, and so forth, it is
hard to fall back on knee-jerk First Amendment responses.”
- Robert Cavalier, Department of Philosophy,
Carnegie Mellon University

“In this book Raphael Cohen-Almagor makes a forceful case for greater
social responsibility on the part of Internet service providers and all who
surf the Web. Calling on us to think and act like citizens of the online
world, he insists that we have a moral obligation to confront those who
abuse the technology by using it to disseminate hate propaganda and
child pornography, or by engaging in cyber-bullying, or by aiding and
abetting terrorism. Fast-paced, philosophically sophisticated, and filled
with illustrative and sometimes heart-wrenching examples, the book is
intended to serve as a wake-up call and will challenge its readers to re-
consider their views of free expression in the Internet age.”
- Stephen L. Newman, Department of Political Science,
York University
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RAPHAEL COHEN-ALMAGOR is Professor and Chair in Politics at the
University of Hull, United Kingdom.
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